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Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome to the Fakenham Academy Autumn Newsletter.

This has been an incredibly busy term, we began the year testing all 
students onsite, so that we could safely move back to a more 
normal school experience this year for our students.

I would like to thank all parents and carers for their help with this, 
the continued LFT testing, and the onsite testing being arranged for 
when students return in January. The impact so far of Covid-19 has 
been as low as possible, mostly in part due to all of us taking these 
precautions to keep ourselves and those around us safe.

It was great to see the return of Open Evenings in October. These 
evenings are one of the highlights of the year when we invite new 
pupils and parents in to see Fakenham Academy and our current 
students get a chance to show how much they are enjoying their 
time here.

We have even been able to hold additional subject days in Sixth Form for Social Sciences to give Year 
11 students from other schools an idea of what it is like to study Psychology, Sociology, Business 
Studies and Health & Social Care.

As restrictions have eased we have been able to commence with sporting fixtures again, much to the 
delight of the PE department and all students involved. Similar to pre-Covid times, these fixtures span 
a huge range of sports and age ranges as we continue to encourage all students to get involved and 
represent their school! You will find information about some of the highlights of these fixtures within 
this newsletter.

Our own Year 11 & 13 students sat their mock exams last month and will be continuing with their 
revision as we move towards the Spring term; they should make sure to ask for help if required. 
Revision classes and extra support is always on hand.

As we approach the end of this term, I would like to thank the staff and students for all their hard work 
this year. Please ensure that during the festive period we all take the opportunity to relax, so that we 
might all come back refreshed and with some new year?s resolutions to be even better than before.

It has been an honour and a privilege to be Headteacher of Fakenham Academy for these last 4 
academic years. The parents, students and wider community around Fakenham is extremely strong 
and I would like to thank all of those who I have had the pleasure of working with during my time 
here. I look forward to seeing the progress of Fakenham Academy as I move to work within Sapientia 
Education Trust.

Richard Evans



This term several of our Year 7 and 8 students took part in a fantastic workshop put on 
by the National Centre for Writing. Students worked with two multilingual translators 
to enable them to access and interact with literature in multiple languages, and to use 
it as a springboard for their own creative writing. At the start of the day students 
translated a poem from Italian into English- a very impressive feat! Students were 
surprised and delighted at their own ability to do this. Each student had a different 
approach to the task and used their own unique skills and links to their language 
lessons in school to crack the poetry puzzle! Each student had their own talents and, as 
the day progressed,  students became more confident in their language skills and used 
them as tools to develop their own work. The languages spoken by the students 
ranged from Polish, Kurdish and Turkish (not to mention a few phrases from the 
Norfolk dialect!). The second half of the day was dedicated to the creation of a zine (a 
small magazine) containing 
poems written by the students. 
The students wrote some 
brilliant poems discussing 
everything from seagulls to 
Tang Ice Blasts! The students 
were a credit to Fakenham 
Academy and we look forward 
to working with the National 
Centre for Writing in the future.
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Year 7 MUSIC LESSON

Fakenham Academy student Annabelle kindly agreed to come along to a Year 7 music lesson when asked by 
Mrs Price, if she would show her pupils how to play the piano and to answer questions from the pupils about 
how she became interested in playing the piano and what music qualifications she has achieved during her time 
at school.

Annabelle organised a music quiz, where she played the songs on the piano and the pupils had to guess the 
name and singer of each song. They also had the opportunity to play the keyboards and learn to play a Million 
Dreams from The Greatest Showman and Annabelle introduced them to the use of the chords to improve their 
playing. 

The pupils really enjoyed their lessons with Annabelle and we would like to thank her for giving up her time to 
join us. 



FAKENHAM ACADEMY JUNIOR BAND
Whilst working through lunchtime in the Music room I had the privilege of watching and listening to 
the School Band who were practicing in the Music Room under the guidance of Ms. Newton. Ms 
Newton was the music teacher at Fakenham Academy but is now providing private music lessons 
with students at the school. 

Students from both the school and college were taking part and they sounded great. 

Geographers at Fakenham Academy have been heavily focused on climate change and all things 
weather-related in the last few weeks. Year 9 have been studying the causes, consequences of 
and ways to mitigate climate change in their Atmosphere topic. Mrs Lane?s display in P16 has 
really helped to understand what COP26 was all about and to compare countries? greenhouse 
gas emissions. Year 8 had the opportunity to go outside and use thermo-anemometers to 
determine the effect of buildings on the school?s microclimate and Year 10 have been looking at 
the possible rise in the number of and severity of tropical storms globally as a result of 
increased temperatures and Year 12 will be looking into the effect of microclimate on the health 
of city dwellers after Christmas.



Messages f rom  our  St udent  Suppor t  Leaders

At Fakenham Academy we are on a long journey towards ensuring we have a ?Mentally 
Healthy School? and that students feel open and comfortable when speaking with peers and 
staff about how they feel.

All of the students at Fakenham have remained so resilient this year. Weekly the students and 
staff get to hear about some of the most amazing and generous things they have done for 
each other across the week. Recognising the small things and praising students for doing the 
right thing even when nobody is watching has definitely been a huge highlight of the year and 
a testament to our students in these difficult times.

St udent  Leadership Updat e

This term has been a really exciting and busy term for student leadership. Despite the many 
changes, and indeed challenges, that we have faced as a school community, we have 
remained determined to ensure that opportunities to lead continue to pervade everyday life 
at the academy. After all, we are committed to ensuring our students are the best they can be 
regardless of the circumstances

It has been a pleasure to work with all of our young leaders this term as they have come up 
with ways to help and improve the school. Students have been determined to contribute new 
ideas to our community, as well as to help out where they can.

Here at Fakenham, we really value student leadership. The importance of student leadership 
is to experience leadership, to learn the art of building teams and achieving together 
effectively. Therefore, this term we have been very excited to be appointing students into 
leadership positions. Firstly, our Student Parliament, who come up with ideas to help better 
the school environment and implementing them. Secondly, we have our Year 11 Prefects, who 
complete duties, mentoring younger students as well as being our general figureheads for 
students to look up too. Thirdly, Field Helpers help with lunch time activities and making sure 
areas are clean and tidy for the rest of the day.

During this half term, our fellow Year 11s have been faced with the challenge of GCSE mock 
exams. We have taken this opportunity as a great chance to develop and prepare for our real 
exams commencing in May. The year group has shown great resilience during this stressful 
period and managed to persevere and hopefully achieve our deserved grades. Without a 
doubt we will make all our teachers and parents very proud! There has been a lot of 
challenges this term, like adjusting to new changes in the school. For example, we all put in 
100% effort in our work and making sure we are punctual to school so that we don?t miss out 
on any learning. We have all worked hard as a family to overcome the challenges and new 
changes. We all understand it is hard to feel settled and relaxed during this difficult time, but 
we have worked together and created a positive and cheerful atmosphere.

Uniform Guidelines PDF: Click to Download

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHMsQFJuVEomKEsgRJFPmxhYAW5a6C4I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHMsQFJuVEomKEsgRJFPmxhYAW5a6C4I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHMsQFJuVEomKEsgRJFPmxhYAW5a6C4I/view?usp=sharing
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PE All-St ars Slideshow

Badminton
Year 7 - Year 11 @ Aylsham High School 
Since returning to school in September many pupils have taken the opportunity to attend the 
badminton clubs run on a Monday (Year 7, 8 & 9) and Friday (Year 10,11 & 12) night from 3.30 - 
4.30pm. 
This was the first opportunity for Year 7 & 8 to play badminton at school due to the COVID restrictions.  
Some come to socialise with their friends playing for fun and enjoyment.  Others play with the 
intention of playing for the school team.  I have to say I am impressed with how much they have all 
improved in the short period of time they have attended.
Also over the past 7 weeks on a Wednesday after school, I have taken a different year group of pupils 
and headed to Aylsham High School to play badminton games against both Aylsham and Sheringham 
students. The games were played on a friendly basis but also very competitive, with the players taking 
on different pairs from both schools. 
This gave the younger students especially the opportunity to represent the school for the first time 
and play against other schools.
I believe all enjoyed travelling on the minibus together  but I believe the highlight was calling to the 
Aylsham Chip Shop on the way home.



FOOTBALL

Fakenham  vs APHS

2-2 Draw

A hard fought game with a result that represented the match fairly. Fakenham had some good 

linking play and competed well overall. 

Year  9

Fakenham  vs APHS

4-3 Loss

Year 9 were up against it in the first half conceding 4 goals to none scored. However in the 

second half they started linking passes successfully and managed to score 3 with a nail-biting 

last 3 minutes to score to equalise, unfortunately it didn?t come.

Year  7

Fakenham  vs APHS

3-2 Win

The team started well looking for clean passes and fast through balls. They competed well 

throughout the game having twice taken the lead only to concede to level the score each time. 

Fortunately they were able to score again to take the win.

Hockey
Under 16 girls v Aylsham.  Great team performance, won 9-3.  2 goals from Callie, 4 from Gemma, 1 
from Darcey, 1 from Mya and 1 from Olivia.

Netball
U12 Netball Tournament @ Aylsham 14/12/21
The U12 Netball team travelled to Aylsham for their first competitive games together. They played 
against Aylsham and Reepham. The girls won 4 out of their 5 games, winning one game 5-0! They 
showed great determination after losing their first game to come back and dominate.
Students Involved: Acacia, Megan, Isabelle, Lily-May, Maisie, Lilliella, Olivia
U13 Netball Tournament @ Aylsham 2/11/21
The U13 Netball team travelled to Aylsham for their first tournament of the term.  They played 
against teams from Cromer, Sheringham, Aylsham and Reepham.  The girls improved every game, 
managing to score more goals.
Students Involved: Jasmine, Lexie, Thea, Charlie, Imogen, Ella, Imogen, Emme
U16 Netball Tournament @ Aylsham 16/11/21
The U16 Netball team travelled to Aylsham for their first tournament of the term.  They played 
against teams from Cromer, Sheringham, Aylsham, Reepham, Broadland and North Walsham.  The 
girls played really well together and came away with 2 wins and 4 narrow defeats.
Students Involved: Olivia, Jasmine, Millie, Poppy, Gemma, Lola, Mya, Paige



Ella Warnes Int erview

1. Tell us a bit about you and what you are doing now?  

I am currently a sixth form student at Fakenham studying Psychology, Biology, 
English Literature, and English Language. At first I couldn?t decide on four A-levels 
so I was doing five with Fakenham Sixth Form?s support until I could narrow it 
down and drop a subject. This helped me decide on the subjects I enjoyed most 
and which ones I wanted to do. Alongside this, in my free periods I also help out 
with the younger student?s maths lessons. I love doing this because helping 
others is always one of my ambitions. I have also continued playing at the 
badminton club every Friday after school where it?s fantastically led by Mrs Price 
who helps me with my badminton skills and provides me with many 
opportunities to develop my social skills and leadership abilit ies. 

2. What are your plans for the future?

My current focus is on getting the best A-level results I can and then see where 
that takes me. However, I am in the debate of whether I should go to university 
or complete an apprenticeship at the end of Year 13. I am still deciding which 
one is best for me as I have not decided on a career path yet. It is one of my 
goals to travel and volunteer as a teacher in other countries though, so at some point I will follow this.

3. What subjects did you really enjoy and why?

When I was in Year 11 at Fakenham Academy, I absolutely loved English. It was one of those subjects that I found interesting 
to read up on and it allowed me to express my words on a page. I also really loved the teacher I had in this subject as she was 
a teacher who truly cared about her students and tried her hardest to make everyone in her classroom succeed and feel 
confident within themselves. I also really enjoyed Biology because of my teacher and because I liked knowing explanations 
for biological actions in the body. However, every subject I was in, I felt incredibly supported, especially during the epidemic, 
in order for me to develop. 

4. What were your proudest moments at Fakenham Academy?

One of my proudest moments was honouring the school in badminton and hockey matches. I?ve been a part of the 
badminton team since I was in Year 7 so earning a few gold and silver medals within those few years at school has brought 
me a lot of pride. I also felt pride in participating in school band concerts and performances during my time at Fakenham 
Academy. With the teacher?s support, I reached the position of 1st clarinet and felt pride at every concert whenever I played 
no matter how big the part was. Being a part of such a community is one of the main things that makes me proud in all of 
these circumstances. I was also Head Girl at my time in Fakenham which was always something I had wanted since I knew it 
existed in my transition into Year 7. Achieving this and having an impact on the school in this way is one of my proudest 
moments in school. Reaching very high GCSE grades in all of my subjects on results day was also another one of my proudest 
moments in my time at Fakenham Academy. 

5.  What support were you given at Fakenham Academy which helped you make your choices about your future and 
prepared you for sixth form

One of the best and most recommendable things about Fakenham Academy, in my opinion, is the teachers that supported 
me in my journey with them. They were one of my main reasons I chose Fakenham Sixth Form, so I could continue my 
journey with them as my teachers still. Their support concreted my decision to study at Fakenham and what subjects to 
choose because they made my interests develop. 

6. Why would you recommend Fakenham as a place to study?

I would recommend Fakenham academy because of all of the opportunities it has given me over my time there. There?s a 
high academic study there for those who put the effort in. For example, my brother has gone to Warwick University to study 
maths after his journey at Fakenham Academy and Fakenham Sixth Form. Ultimately, I see Fakenham Academy as a friendly 
and comforting place, which I believe is what forms a great learning environment. The range of subjects with its inclusivity is 
also what makes Fakenham so great. In Year 8 to 10 I studied Latin as a GCSE. These sorts of opportunities developed all of 
my other skills and helped with other subjects, so that I achieved the best results I could. So, Fakenham has supported me 
and provided me with so many opportunities since Year 7 which is what makes me think so highly of Fakenham Academy. 
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At Fakenham Academy, we are committed in suppor ting all of our students and their families 
dur ing these uncer tain and challenging times. If you feel that anyone in your family needs to talk to 
someone, seek suppor t from a service or find out more details on what is available, we hope the 
providers listed below will help address your needs.

If you or your family are in immediate danger, please contact the emergency services by dialling 
999.

Please click the link below to download our help reference sheet:

click to download

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19LI9vOwinXQsKVF4NuMEanH_S255HFxN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19LI9vOwinXQsKVF4NuMEanH_S255HFxN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19LI9vOwinXQsKVF4NuMEanH_S255HFxN/view?usp=sharing


We would l ike t o t ake t h is oppor t unit y t o w ish everyone a 
Happy Chr ist m as and a Happy New year !
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