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Fakenham Academy Headteacher Introduction

Welcome to our first ever half term newsletter. The purpose of the newsletter is to keep parents updated with 
what is happening at the Academy and to share with you all the amazing things our pupils are doing.  

I am incredibly proud with how all our pupils have started this year and I am encouraged to see the way pupils 
and staff are working together to make our Academy a great place to be. This year we have welcomed 134 
new Year 7 students and they have settled in to life at Fakenham Academy very well. Between them Year 7 
have a whopping 39943 merit points!

We have already hosted a Year 7 Settling In Evening, Year 6 Open Evening, Sixth Form Open Evening, Year 10 
Study Skills Evening and a Year 11 Exam Preparation Evening. Look out for communications on facebook and 
twitter or on the website for more Parents Evenings and opportunities to visit our school.
Read on for clubs, sports, music, drama, STEMM, fundraising, subject news, community links and much more.

Mr G Green



Celebrating Success Summer Years 7- 9 rewards trip to Holkham. 
July 2022

On the 14th and 15th July we took 90 students to Holkham Estate as a rewards trip for their excellent behaviour 
throughout the year.  They took part in Archery, Cycling and High Ropes.  The students said the following about the trip:

“This trip was a great reward as it got us outside whilst having fun with friends.  Everyone was buzzing, ready to go which made the environment 
so much better.  Not only were the activities great, the Holkham staff were welcoming and amazing.  The high ropes were my favourite as they 
aren’t something you do everyday.  The difficulty of some obstacles made it harder to get through but now I’ve done it I’d do it again.  The biking 
tested balance and determination as some of the track was gravel, steep hills and rocky.  The archery however, was a test of skill and patience 
and if you rushed the firing of the arrow you could lose control of the aim.  I would definitely go back to Holkham on a trip if I got the chance as 
everyone is lovely and the whole trip was a memory not to be forgotten” Thea Yr 8

“My favourite part was 
archery as it was fun 
and entertaining, I also 
like the other activities 
as they were fun too, 
but archery stood out 
more” Ruby Yr 9



Fakenham Sixth Form Excelsior Trip July 2022
In July 9 students sailed across to Belgium on the Excelsior. The trip was 6 
days long and within that time we sailed from Lowestoft to Ostende in 
Belgium and then to Zeebrugge where we then go the train to Bruge. The 
sail from England to Belgium took 23 hours and within that time you had to 
complete two watches whereby you would be in control of the boat with a 
member of the crew. You would get to helm the boat and every hour you 
would look at the charts and map where we were, what the visibility was 
like and whether there was much traffic around. We also cooked our own 
breakfast, lunch and dinner within these groups as well as cleaning the 
boat. The sea as we sailed to Belgium was very calm and the sunrise and 
sunset were amazing! When we arrived in Belgium we looked around 
Ostend and got to visit all of the shops. We then stayed the night in 
Ostende and sailed down the coat of Belgium for 8 hours to Zeebrugge 
where we stayed for 2 days. We then travelled to Bruge on the train and 
had the day to look around there and visit all the Belgium chocolate shops! 
We then sailed back from Zeebrugge to Lowestoft which was much more 
rough seas and coming into Lowestoft was very rough. We then spend the 
last night in Lowestoft and washed and cleaned all of the boat before we 
left to come home. From this experience we all have learnt so much about 
ourselves and how much we can push yourself outside our comfort zone. 



Fakenham Sixth Form Race for Life in partnership with APHS June 2022
As many of you will have seen in the media or know first-
hand, 1 in 2 people will be diagnosed with cancer in their
lifetime and we are all aware of the huge impact that this has
on the person’s life and their families. Over the last 2 years,
our family have been affected by this, as have many in our
community, and I decided that I wanted to raise money for
Cancer Research. They are an amazing charity and are
developing so many new treatments, as technology and
knowledge is being enhanced.

Last year, as a Year 11 student at Alderman Peel High School,
I raised £700 by organising a Race for Life event at the school,
where all 500 pupils and staff ran the equivalent of the 5km
around the school grounds.
In July, as a Year 12 student at Fakenham Sixth Form,
I organised the same event and enjoyed  bringing the 2 schools
together on the 24th June, to run an event again. All the
APHS pupils and staff took place as well as  20 Year 12 pupils from 
Fakenham Sixth Form. The atmosphere was fantastic and thank you to 
everyone who donated this year as a total of £1,439!. Annabelle.
Annabelle Stroulger 



Opportunities Fair and Clubs

At Fakenham we recognise that ambition, determination and 
enjoyment doesn’t just stop when students walk out of the classroom. 
Our Opportunities Fair at the beginning of September enabled us to 
offer many in school clubs to students. These enable staff to showcase 
their wider interests and talents with students and can result in 
students taking responsibility for co curricular (the new buzz word for 
extra curricular) activities. Please see our website: Curriculum - extra 
curricular trips and activities for a list of sports and other clubs on 
offer. We are enjoying D of E club, textiles, physics club, morning wake 
up with Mr Collishaw, Walk and Talk, lots of sports and music clubs 
and STEMM science.
As well as our in-school, clubs we had many community groups and 
clubs visit to enable students to investigate  more about what they can 
be enjoying outside of school. Fakenham has a wide variety of 
dedicated people who give their time voluntarily to offer students 
extra opportunities. Visitors included: Girlguiding UK, North Norfolk 
Judo Club, Triple Threat drama group, Fakenham Rugby club, 
Fakenham football club, First Academy of Dance and TSK Karate and 
North Norfolk Community Connect.

Opps fair and Clubs - D of E, textiles, physics, morning wake up, walk 

and talk, 



Year 6 Open Evening

Year 6 Open Evening was busy with 
plenty of Year 6 pupils and their parents 

joining us to share what we do during 
our lessons at Fakenham Academy. The 
food rooms smelt divine, art showcased 

some beautiful work and  there were 
plenty of whizz-bang experiments in the 

science labs. Thank you to so many of 
our current students who volunteered 
to proudly and capably showed visitors 

around. Any Year 6 parents who are 
interested in the school,can contact Mr 
Green for more information regarding 

next year’s intake.



Student Involvement

Sixth Form Council The Council are 

elected by the Sixth Form students and have chosen 
this year to support a number of charities including 
Children In Need and MIND.  They have been 
invaluable in helping with Open Evenings and the 
Opportunities Fair. They are skilled at taking on 
responsibility and organising events in school. Future 
plans include a Well Being and Success Week  to 
destigmatise mental health and help students deal with 
overwhelming stress.

Prefects Our prefects have to apply for their post and are 

interviewed by the Leadership Team before being selected. This 
year they have already risen to the challenge of duties around 
the school and will soon be taking on more responsibility in 
helping year groups.

Student representatives 
of the school and Sixth 
Form visited 
Sandringham to lay 
flowers in memory of 
the Queen. We also took 
ten students to hear the 
King’s Proclamation in 
Fakenham Town Centre.



Sports News
Netball Tournaments

Netball club has been very popular so far this half term.  Over 
20 Yr 7 & 8’s have regularly attended on a Tuesday evening and 
the same for Years 9-11 on a Wednesday evening.

The first fixture of the year was for Year 9 and a tournament at 
Reepham.  The girls performed well but also identified lots of 
things to work on.

The following evening we returned to Reepham with Years 8-10.  
★ Year 8 finished with a convincing win.
★ Year 9 much improved on the night before, narrowly lost.
★ Year 10 performed well but again identified some 

improvements to be made.

Yr 8 travelled to Aylsham the following week where nearly 80 
students from 9 teams took part.  Fakenham played 5 games; 
winning 3, drawing 1 and losing 1, a FANtastic performance all 
round.

A fantastic half term with many more fixtures to come, so watch 
this space…….



Sports News

Rugby tournaments - Emerging schools

Year 9 Rugby 

The boys travelled to North Walsham 
Rugby Club. On a day that was wet from 
start to finish, the boys enjoyed every 
minute, putting in big tackles and 
carrying into contact with confidence. 
In total we played 5 games and were 
competitive in all games. Whilst the boys 
lost each game, we only ever lost by one 
or two Tries at most. This highlights the 
ability these young students have, with 
little rugby played in the last 2 years. Our 
player of the tournament undoubtedly 
was Jayden, but well done to all. Thank 
you to Mr Cubitt for driving. 

Year 8 Rugby Year 7 Rugby

The boys had a great day at North 
Walsham Rugby Club. They played 
five games in perfect rugby weather,  
running, tackling and rucking their 
way to a draw, three wins and a loss -  
well done boys.

Once again we made our way to 
North Walsham Rugby Club, with a 
team of excited Year 7s playing in 
their first rugby competition. They 
worked really hard through the four 
games and learnt a lot about how 
rugby is played. There were some 
great individual and team 
performances and they all agreed 
that it had been a great experience. 
Well done boys.



Sports News

Football tournament at APHS

The Year 10 football team ventured to 
APHS to complete the school football 
fixtures for our area. They played two 
games in the same evening against APHS 
and Sheringham, with a draw and a loss 
respectively. Well done to the boys.



Fakenham Sixth Form Sports

Netball Club

This year's Sixth Form netball team has had lots 

of interest from both Year 12’s and 13’s. The 

netball club takes place on a Monday after school 

and it’s a great opportunity to practise and 

advance skills through drills and matches. It's the 

perfect time to have a laugh – sports are a good 

way to release stress as well as have fun with 

your friends. We are hoping to have a 

competition with other local colleges and sixth 

forms as that was a success last year with the 

team coming 2nd overall!



Drama News

The Year 12 and 13 Drama students received 
a personalised workshop from The Garage in 
Physical Theatre. It was great to see the 
students gaining experience on how to move 
forward in their acting career and what 
opportunities are available after sixth form. 

On the 4th October year 10 and 11 Drama 
students went to the Norwich Theatre 
PlayHouse. They watched the thrilling 
performance of Sherlock Holmes and the 
Valley of Fear which gave them lots of ideas 
for their own up and coming performance!   

Peter Pan and the Forgotten World 
of Neverland Is making its way to 
our Fakenham Academy Stage.
The Drama Club students would like to 
raise some money for a 
local charity and have decided to put on 
a fundraising panto. 
On the 9th December at 7:00 please 
come and feel some festive cheer in the 
Academy main hall. 
Entrance is completely free and if you 
would like to make a donation that would 
be amazing! 
Tea and coffee will be served at the start 
and during the interval. 



Science News

STEMM club and
 NEW SCIENTIST London trip. 

7th October 

“At the Excel centre in 
Docklands, London, the 
students experienced an 

incredible day of 
thought-provoking talks, 

ground-breaking discoveries, 
interactive experiences, 

hands-on activities, 
workshops and 
performances!”



Hospitality & 
Catering News

Y10 Hospitality & Catering students 
have been learning how to present their 
dishes using a wide range of techniques. 
These highly skilled outcomes were 
produced alongside their delicious 
chocolate brownies!  



Textiles News
In after school Textiles Club (Fridays 
3:30 - 4:30pm) students have been 
printing their lino cuts onto fabric. They 
will be making a range of textiles items 
using their printed fabric, Watch this 
space!



The music department has had a busy start to the year, 
with students covering a range of topics in their lessons 
including singing, keyboard skills and even some 
drumming!

Music News

Well done to our many (just over 50) students that are 
taking part in extra-curricular music lessons in 
instruments such as clarinet, flute, oboe, bassoon, 
guitar, drums and piano (amongst others). We are 
looking forward to seeing more students take up these 
opportunities as we move through the year.

Our students are busy rehearsing for the fast 
approaching Christmas concert which is sure to be a 
showcase of Christmas spirit and talent. The evening 
will take place on 7th December beginning at 7.30pm in 
the school hall. More information on tickets will be 
available after half term but we look forward to seeing 
many of you there!



Fakenham Academy Careers News

Work experience is back! Year 10 have had information and training about 
setting up work experience at the end of the the year and many have 
already secured a placement. Marianne Foster is our excellently qualified 
and approachable Careers Advisor who currently comes to our school 
twice a week. She interviews Sixth Form and Year 11 at present but 
interviews will be scheduled for Year 10 and then other years over the 
next coming months.
Our Careers Fair is on Thursday 17th November. Letters to be sent out 
after half term.
We are always delighted to have people in to speak about careers and 
would very much welcome people to attend the careers fair. If you or 
anyone you know would like to be part of the fair to discuss careers in 
your industry, please contact careers@fakenhamacademy.org for further 
details

mailto:careers@fakenhamacademy.org


Opportunities: D of E

Duke of Edinburgh students complete their Bronze Award
Thetford forest was a little chilly for the 11 D of E students to set off on their final 
expedition on Saturday 17th September. As most were weighed down with packs 
filled with sleeping bags, spare socks, plasters and the odd pot noodle they soon 
warmed up with a short  17 kilometre hike on Saturday, followed by 23 kilometres 
on Sunday.This was the second weekend that youngsters had given their time, 

the first in July had to be cut short due to the heatwave and the potential of forest fires. 

All students received high praise from 
Bert and Steve, the providers and Mrs 
Lane was very proud of the hard work and 
positive attitude they showed. 
The school is pleased to be running 
Bronze, Silver and Gold 
D of E awards this year. Contact Mrs Lane 
for more details.



Reading is incredible. It allows you to travel in time, visit other worlds, understand 
the world around you and so much more!

Fakenham Academy has teamed up with an organisation called Bookbuzz to enable 
ALL of Year 7 to receive a FREE book of their  choice!

From non-fiction reads for curious minds, to fast-paced page-turners, Bookbuzz has 
something for everyone.

These will be arriving  before Christmas so keep your eyes peeled!

Reading 
Opportunities



Opportunities at Fakenham Sixth Form

Sixth Form Open Evening was held earlier this 
term. We were very pleased to welcome so many 
Year 11 students both from our school and from 
others in the area. Students represented their 
subjects admirably and we look forward to seeing 
Year 11s for the Sixth Form Taster Day on Friday 2nd 
December



Community Partnerships

We continue to have a positive 
relationship with Fakenham Rugby Club. 
Many thanks to Alan Young for giving his 
support and time to help with rugby 
training on a Tuesday, the students really 
appreciate it.

Pass by Fakenham Academy on a 
Saturday or Sunday morning and 
you’ll see a field full of 
footballers practising or playing 
a match (and hopefully 
winning). We are very pleased 
to be providing the field for the 
use of Fakenham football club.

We currently rent our hall out to a 
number of community groups such as 
Triple Threat Theatre Group and and 
we hope to provide more in the future. 
Watch social media for opportunities 
to book.



Fakenham Opportunities and Dates

What’s on next half term? - here are just 
a few of the opportunities and activities 
we already have planned. For more 
information, especially for Parents 
evenings, please visit our web site and 
choose ‘events’.

Year 7 residential Fri 4th - Sun 6th Nov

Years 8-11 trip to Twickenham to watch 
England  vs Japan

Sat 12th Nov

STEMM trip to the Maltings Tues 15th Nov

Careers Fair Thurs 17th Nov

Fakenham Academy at the Christmas Tree Festival Thurs 1st Dec (1 week)

Community Christmas Concert Wed 7th Dec (pm)

Christmas Concert Wed 7th Dec (eve)

Pantomime Fri 9th Dec

2022 Cohort Year 11 & Year 13 Presentation Evening Thurs 15th Dec (eve)

Christmas dinners, celebration assemblies, Christmas 
Jumper Day

Final week



Well Done

Congratulations to all students for a good start 
back to school in their new academic year this 
term and thank you to those at home for your 

support. 
We look forward to many more pieces of positive 
news and achievements after half term. Have a 

lovely half term week and be
#kind #ambitious #determined


